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To delay the marriage would offend the Duke of Cleves and
the German princes. Charles V was consorting with Francis I
in Paris. Henry VIII could not repudiate Ms Lutheran union,
for to do so would sever the only alliance he had and present
an ally to his rivals. Political expediency demanded that he
marry the "Flanders Mare/' and the ceremony was solemnized
as scheduled, 6 January, 1540.